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Governor Steve Beshear believes that no person in Kentucky with the drive and ability to succeed
should be denied access to a college education because he or she can’t afford it. He understands
that the economic viability of this state, and thus the quality of life for those who live here, is
unequivocally linked to the education level of our citizens.

Unfortunately today, too few Kentuckians enter college, and even fewer graduate. The barriers have
become too high, and particularly as we are in the midst of an unprecedented national financial crisis,
too many Kentucky families are struggling to afford to send their kids to college, and too many others
are struggling to pay to keep them there.

The Governor also understands that our university and college leaders have found it difficult to plan
for 2020—and thus meet the objectives of postsecondary education reform passed in 1997—because
of the sporadic nature of state funding. Year to year, we have not been consistent in delivering the
support needed.

To those ends, Governor Beshear has formed a new broad-based, bipartisan Work Group, composed
of business leaders, higher education policy experts, key legislators, and senior Beshear
Administration officials. The Governor has charged this Work Group with the following
responsibilities:

+ By January 15, 2009, prepare for the Governor, General Assembly, and the new CPE
President, a package of recommended executive actions and legislative proposals that would,
within current budget constraints:

1) Provide financial relief to Kentucky families by controlling expenses associated with
attending college;

2) Promote coherency and efficiency in the delivery of financial aid; and

3) Potentially secure cost savings that could be shifted to provide more financial aid for
low to middle-income students.

+ By September 1, 2009, prepare for the Governor and the 2010 Regular Session of the General
Assembly comprehensive legislative proposals that would:

1) Move the state closer towards the goal of ensuring access to postsecondary education
to all Kentucky students, of all income levels; and

2) Develop a clear roadmap for reaching the level of state funding needed between now
and 2020 for the institutions to achieve the goals of reform. This roadmap should
ensure transparency and fairness in determining state support, and provide that, in
exchange for stable and increased funding, the CPE and the institutions would continue
to increase productivity and back off from the high rate of tuition increases adopted in
the last decade.
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Mira Ball, Chief Financial Officer, Ball Homes, Lexington
Pete Mahurin, Senior Vice President, Hilliard Lyons, Bowling Green

Joan Coleman, President, AT & T Kentucky, Louisville

David Grissom, Chairman, Mayfair Capital, Louisville

Jean Hale, Chairman & CEO & President, Community Trust Bank Corp, Pikeville
Ed Holmes, President, EHI Consultants, Lexington

Alice Houston, President & CEO, Houston-Johnson, Inc., Louisville;
Ronnie James, President & CEO, James Marine, Paducah

Robert Lekites, President, UPS Airlines, Louisville

Jim O’Brien, Chairman & CEO, Ashland Inc., Covington

Ben Richmond, President, Louisville Urban League

Steve St. Angelo, President, Toyota Kentucky, Georgetown

Vic Staffieri, CEO, Chairman & President of EON, Louisville

The Honorable Crit Luallen, Auditor of Public Accounts

Larry Hayes, Executive Secretary of the Governor’s Cabinet
Helen Mountjoy, Secretary, Education and Workforce Cabinet
Jonathan Miller, Secretary, Finance and Administration Cabinet

Designees of:

The President of the Senate
The Speaker of the House
The Senate Minority Leader
The House Minority Leader

The Honorable Paul Patton, former Governor

Gary Cox, President, Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
Richard Crofts, Interim President, Council on Postsecondary Education
Edward Cunningham, CEO, Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority

Wayne Andrews, President Morehead State University
Michael Carter, President, Campbellsville University
Randy Dunn, President, Murray State University

Cheryl King, President, Kentucky Wesleyan College
Michael McCall, President, Kentucky Community and Technical College System
James Ramsey, President, University of Louisville

Gary Ransdell, President, Western Kentucky University
Larry Shinn, President, Berea College

Mary Evans Sias, President, Kentucky State University
Lee Todd, President, University of Kentucky

James Votruba, President, Northern Kentucky University
Doug Whitlock, President, Eastern Kentucky University



